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CHIEF JUSTICE OF CANADA TO PRESENT UM LECTURE 
MISSOULA -
The chief justice of the Supreme Court of Canada will give the 25th Blankenbaker 
Lecture on Professional Responsibility on Monday, April 27, at The University of Montana.
The Right Honorable Beverley McLachlin will present “Canada and the United States:
A Comparative Perspective on Our Constitutional Traditions and the Legal Profession” at noon 
in UM’s Music Recital Hall. The event is free and open to the public.
The judge will provide background about the differing political and constitutional 
traditions of Canada and the United States. She also will address the similarities and 
differences in regulation of the legal profession, as well as the supreme courts in both 
countries.
McLachlin was appointed chief justice of Canada on Jan. 7, 2000. She was first 
appointed a judge of the Supreme Court of Canada in 1989. Before that she was chief justice of 
the British Columbia Supreme Court from 1988 to 1989, a judge of the British Columbia Court 
of Appeal from 1985 to 1988, a judge of the British Columbia Supreme Court from 1981 to 
1985, and a judge of the Vancouver County Court from April 1981 to September 1981.
She earned her bachelor’s, master’s and law degrees from the University of Alberta in 
Edmonton. She practiced law in three cities from 1969 to 1974 and taught in the University of 
British Columbia’s Faculty of Law from 1974 to 1981.
UM’s Blankenbaker Lecture derives its name from Joseph N. Blankenbaker, who came 
to Montana from Virginia as a young man at the turn of the 20th century and became a 
prominent Montana banker. He established a foundation in 1975 “to express his thanks to the 
people of Montana for treating him so well.” The Blankenbaker Foundation provides an annual 
endowment to UM’s law school to supplement educational programs in professional 
responsibility.
Previous speakers have included John Mowbray, associate justice, Nevada Supreme 
Court; William Jameson, senior U.S. district judge, Montana; Byron White, associate justice, 
U.S. Supreme Court; and James Browning, chief judge, 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.
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